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Admissions criteria for  
community schools

•  Acland Burghley School
• Hampstead School 
•  Haverstock School
• Parliament Hill School 
•  Regent High School 
These admissions criteria apply to 
Camden’s five community schools  
when there are more applications  
than places available.

 Admissions criteria

1. Looked-after children or children 
who were previously looked-after but 
immediately after being looked-after 
became subject to an adoption, child 
arrangement or special guardianship 
order. This also includes previously 
looked after children who were in state 
care outside of England and ceased to be 
in state care as a result of being adopted. 
See note 1.

2. In the case of Haverstock School,  
12 places will be offered based on music 
aptitude. The aptitude tests will take 
place in October and results of the tests 
will be given to parents/guardians before 
31 October. In the case of pupils with the 
same score, the tie-breaker will be the 
distance criterion. After national offer day, 
a separate waiting list will be maintained 
for music aptitude in order of the score.

3. Applicants who have a sibling on roll 
at the same school who will still be on 
roll when they join. Only siblings in Years 
7 to 10 and Year 12 can be considered 
as siblings for secondary transfer 
applications. Siblings in Year 11 cannot 
be considered under this criterion, until 
they receive their GCSE results and fulfil 
the entry requirement for Sixth Form. 
Sibling refers to a brother or sister, half 
brother or sister, adopted brother or 
sister, step brother or sister, or the child  
of the parent or partner where the child 
for whom the place is sought is living 
in the same family unit, at the same 
address, as the sibling.

4. Applicants whom the council 
accepts have an exceptional medical 
or social need for a place at the school. 
The local authority will also accept 
recommendations from the SEN 
exceptional needs panel for an applicant 
whose needs support a place at a 
particular school. See note 2. 

5. Children whose parent is a qualified 
teacher, teaching at the relevant school 
for two years or more at the time of 
application and / or children of a qualified 
teacher, training at the relevant school 
who has been recruited to fill a vacancy 
for which there is a demonstrable  
skills shortage.

6. Applicants who live closest to the 
preferred school. Proximity to a school is 
measured on a computerised mapping 
system, measured in a straight line ‘as the 
crow flies’ between the property address 
to the centre of the school. See note 
3. This criterion will be used as a ‘tie 
breaker’ for the first five criteria.

In the case of applicants to Regent 
High School only, priority will be given 
to applicants within the priority zone of 
Holborn and Covent Garden ward,  
even if they are further away within  
the distance criterion.

Equal preference model – will be used 
to decide which school is offered. This 
means that all school preferences are 
considered together and the admissions 
criteria administered for each school 
preference at the same time. The rank 
or order of preference will only be used 
if it is possible to offer more than one 
of the preferences. The highest ranked 
potential offer will be offered and the 
lower preferences will be automatically 
withdrawn.

The flow chart on page 16 provides useful 
guidance on how the council’s criteria 
are used to decide which applicants are 
offered the available places at Camden 
community schools.

Notes 

1. In order to be given highest priority for 
admission, a child has to fall within the 
definition of ‘looked-after’ in section 22 (1) 
of the Children Act 1989.

Paragraph 1.7 of the School Admissions 
Code gives equal highest priority to 
‘previously looked-after children’. 
Previously looked after children are 
children who were looked after but 
ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a 
child arrangements order or special 
guardianship order). This will also include 
those children, in the opinion of the local 
authority, who have been in state care 
outside of England and ceased to be in 
state care as a result of being adopted.  
A child is regarded as having been in state 
care outside of England if they were in 
the care of or were accommodated by a 
public authority, a religious organisation, 
or any other provider of care whose sole 
or main purpose is to benefit society. 

Proof of looked-after status from the 
relevant local authority or organisation 
must be included with the application.

2. Some schools give priority to children 
with exceptional medical or social needs. 
For a copy of our exceptional medical and 
social policy please contact the Camden 
admissions team (email: admissions@
camden.gov.uk; tel: 020 7974 1625). 

If you state a preference for a particular 
school because of medical or social 
needs, you must explain how this school 
specifically meets your child’s special 
circumstances better than any other 
school can. Along with your application, 
you should submit supporting evidence 
which sets out the particular reasons why 
that school is the most suitable, and the 
difficulties that could be caused if they 
were to attend another school. This will 
normally be in the form of a letter from a 
suitably qualified professional, such as a 
medical consultant or social worker and 
must not be more than six months older 
than the date of applying.
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Please note that hospital appointment 
letters cannot be accepted as proof. 
If you or your child has mobility issues 
then you will be expected to accept a 
place at your nearest community school, 
if applying under the medical/social 
criterion.

Each application under this criterion 
will be considered by the medical/ 
social advisory panel, which includes a 
consultant paediatrician, senior social 
worker, educational psychologist, school 
inclusion and admissions officers. 

3. Any offer of a place on the grounds of 
proximity is conditional on the child being 
resident at the address provided at the 
closing date for application. A business, 
childminder’s or relative’s address cannot 
be used as the child’s home address.  
The address used must be the address 
of the those with parental responsibility 
or legal guardianship for the child. Further 
proof of address may be sought and 
be the subject of further investigation. 
Proximity to the school is measured in a 
straight line ‘as the crow flies’ between 
the property address and the centre of 
the school. The point used to measure 
from the address is supplied by the local 
land and property gazette. In the minority 
of cases when applicants distance 
measurements are exactly the same, in 
blocks of flats for instance, the computer 
system will randomly order the priority  
of applicants. 

4. Children with an education, health  
and care plan (see page 12) that specifies 
the community school as a placement will 
be allocated a place through a separate 
procedure, in accordance with the 
Children and Families Act 2014. 

5. If there is only one place available 
at the school and the next child who 
qualifies for a place is one of multiple 
birth siblings, we will go over the 
community schools’ published admission 
number where parents indicate a 
preference for siblings to be at the  
same school.
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PARENT WHO IS A TEACHER
Children whose parent is a qualified 
teacher teaching at the relevant 
school for two years or more at the 
time of application and / or children 
of a qualified teacher teaching at the 
relevant school who has been recruited 
to fill a vacancy for which there is a  
skill shortage.

If agreed your application will be 
considered under this criterion which 
has priority over the distance criterion.

YES

Admissions criteria for community schools (continued)

 * Proof of looked-after status from the relevant local authority must be included with the application.

 **  Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother  
or sister and, in every case, the child should be living in the same family unit at the same address.  
This information will need to be validated by the school in question.

*** Independent professional evidence must be included with the application.

SEN
Does your child have an education, 
health and care plan?

LOOKED!AFTER CHILD
Does your child meet this criterion?  
(See admissions criterion 1 on page 14 
for definition).*

SIBLING
Does your child have a sibling (brother 
or sister) already attending the school, 
who will still be attending when he/she 
starts school? (See admissions criteria.  
3 on page 14 for definition).**

MEDICAL OR SOCIAL
Is there a medical or social need that is 
exceptionally linked to the school your 
child is applying for?***

Please contact the special educational 
needs team on 020 7974 6500 as the 
application process will be di!erent for 
your child.

Your application will be considered 
under the looked-after child criterion 
and will have the highest priority.

If agreed, your application will be 
considered under this criterion which 
has priority over the medical/social, 
parent who is a teacher, and  
distance criteria.

If agreed your application will be 
considered under this criterion which 
has priority over the parent who is a 
teacher and distance criterion.

DISTANCE
Your application will be considered on the distance from your child’s home to the school, with priority given 
to those children living closest to the school. Distance is measured in a straight line from the home address to 
the school using a computerised mapping system. (See admissions criterion 6 on page 14 for definition).
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