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Walk through the doors of 
Haverstock School, and you’ll be 
greeted with a ‘Haverstock Hello’ - 
a warm welcome and an outstanding 
environment for your child.

Over the last five years, Haverstock has been transformed, 
improving faster than any other school in Camden. Our 
students love to learn. They treat each other with respect 
and kindness. Classrooms are disruption-free, giving our 
pupils a calm learning environment that allows them to focus 
and excel. The transformation shows in our results which 
have improved every year and place us high on the Camden 
league tables. And our Sixth Form students take up places at 
Oxbridge and Russell Group universities every year.

It also shows in the helpful and friendly atmosphere in our 
school. We place great emphasis on treating every child 
equally. We get to know each one as an individual – their 
hopes and dreams, their challenges and strengths – so we 
can help every single child thrive in school.

We sum up our approach as ‘Aim High, Step Forward, Be 
Kind’ and this ethos underpins everything we do. It applies 
equally to students, teachers and everyone in school. Please 
read on, and over the next few pages we’ll show what it 
means day to day.

We believe Haverstock School is a fantastic place for a 
young person to grow and develop. Please pay us a visit and 
we’re confident you’ll agree. Thank you.

James Hadley 
Headteacher

A WARM WELCOME 
TO HAVERSTOCK 
SCHOOL

ALWAYS LEARNING
In 2021, we invited our students to create a motto for the school.  A Year 7 
student came up with the perfect one, ‘Haverstock School: Always Learning’.  
We love this new motto as it sums up our school so well. Everyone in 
Haverstock has a real thirst to keep learning in all that we do.  We learn 
NOT because we have to, but because we WANT TO!

THE HAVERSTOCK HELLO
One of the very first things we teach 
our students is how to greet everyone 
politely and with confidence. Our aim 
is that you can always recognise a 
Haverstock student: they’re the one 
holding open a door for you, with a smile 
and a hello.



Haverstock is proud to be an academic school. Over the last 4 years our results have 
rocketed upwards. We have quadrupled the number of students achieving places at 
Oxbridge or Russell Group universities. 

But the first par t of our ethos, ‘Aim High’ isn’t just about getting straight 9s in exams. At 
Haverstock, we aim high for EVERY SINGLE STUDENT – finding their individual strengths 
and discovering their vocation.

How do we achieve this? Through our clear and fair expectations which create a calm 
learning environment in which every child can thrive. Through initiatives like our ‘100 
Different Jobs’ programme that encourage our students to consider the world beyond 
school. Through top quality teaching – with teachers who studied their subject at degree 
level and have a passion to share their knowledge. And through a carefully designed 
curriculum that engages and inspires. 

The aim is supported by our wonderful facilities, bright and airy classrooms, state-of-
the-ar t equipment and impressive outdoor spaces. Our music depar tment is a Centre of 
Excellence, with world-class par tners and professional expertise. And our students have 
appeared on national television and performed in international music festivals.

INNOVATION
We use the very latest technology to bring learning to life for all our students. Whether 
its experimenting with robotics in STEM lessons, creating digital portfolios in Art, 
personalising learning in Google classroom, or taking par t in vir tual conferences and trips. 
And every single Haverstock student is given a chromebook for home learning, making 
sure learning is accessible to all.

100 DIFFERENT JOBS
To aim high, you first need 
an idea of what’s out there. 
In Year 7, our student’s learn 
about 100 possible careers, 
in fun weekly sessions led by 
Sixth Form volunteers. The 

pupils vote for their favourite 
job and get a chance to meet 

the winners. It’s never too 
early to start dreaming about 

your future!

Our ethos: AIM HIGH

A CURRICULUM THAT INSPIRES
“Though the national curriculum applies to all, each school can choose what is taught in lessons. 
Haverstock’s curriculum is carefully designed to enable students to aim high by inspiring and 
engaging every child, by being relevant to their lives. Whether they’re studying Black Tudors and 
Medieval Baghdad in History lessons, or reading a more diverse range of literature in English, we 
say our curriculum should whisper to every child ‘Yes, you belong’.”
Mark Mayne, Deputy Headteacher

THE BEST TEACHING
“We’re confident that Haverstock teachers are 
the best you’ll find in Camden. In some schools, 
teachers chop-and-change between subjects. But 
Haverstock teachers are all ‘subject specialists’ 
– in other words, they love their subject, have 
studied it at the highest level, and are eager to 
pass on their knowledge.”
Joe Edwards, Assistant Headteacher: Learning 
and Standards



With our amazing programme of co-curricular activities, it’s not hard to find something to ignite their spark. We’re already well-
known for our Borough-leading music opportunities and careers activities. Haverstock sports teams compete successfully with 
the very best in North London. And our students win national and regional prizes each year, from public speaking to science 
competitions. Every day and every week there’ll be something new and exciting for your child to try at Haverstock. All we ask is 
of them is to say yes, and give it a go!

Feeling confident to step forward is a great skill in life. We teach our students to develop an eagerness to get involved at many 
different levels: in classes, in their clubs, in extra activities, and in their community as a whole. It could mean joining Mandarin 
Club, signing up for our annual ski trip, or volunteering to write letters to elderly local residents. 

Our aim is to have each child come to school thinking, ‘I can’t wait to see what’s being offered to me today’!

SAY YES, AND GIVE 
IT A GO!
“We encourage every child to try 
something new. They don’t have 
to love it, they don’t have to keep 
it going, but they DO have to 
give it a go! How else will they 
discover their passions, build new 
skills and grow their confidence?”
Katie Metselaar, Assistant 
Headteacher: Head of Sixth 
Form

A THIRST FOR 
LEARNING
At Haverstock, we encourage 
students to actively enjoy their 
schoolwork, to develop a love for 
reading, and to discover what 
parts of the curriculum light 
up their interest. We get them 
reading NOT because they have 
to, but because they WANT TO 
know more!

TEACHERS STEP 
FORWARD
Step Forward applies equally to 
our teachers. From the most-
experienced to the recently-
qualified, every Haverstock 
teacher steps forward, 
volunteering to lead a co-
curricular activity, mentor a 
student, or offer something extra.

Our Ethos: STEP FORWARD
We impress upon every child the importance of stepping forward. We ask our students to reach out and grasp the many 
opportunities on offer at Haverstock, trying something new and stretching themselves. 



Our Ethos: BE KIND
Academic life is of course hugely important. But being successful and fulfilled 
means so much more than that. As the second par t of our ethos, ‘Be Kind’ is at 
the hear t of all we do. Being a small school means our students work together as 
a family. We all know each other, and we look out for each other. 

Our Sixth Formers are a great example of this – acting as supportive older 
brothers and sisters to our younger students. They act as ambassadors for 
each year group, and host fun careers sessions. And they volunteer to lead co-
curricular activities like our Basketball Club and Year 7 Photography Club.

Children can sometimes get a bit lost in larger schools, but as a smaller school 
we’re able to nur ture every child. Throughout their lessons and co-curricular 
activities, our students develop good social skills and learn to treat each other 
with respect and kindness. We teach them to be kind to themselves too. Our 
school is signed up to a Mental Health Char ter to make sure everyone takes 
mental health seriously and knows the best ways to look after it.

Being kind doesn’t mean ignoring difficulties, or not being honest with each 
other. At Haverstock everyone learns how to give honest feedback with the best 
intentions. Teachers lead by example, talking to our students respectfully even 
if the message may sometimes be difficult. We believe kindness is about always 
trying to do what’s right.

“We take pride in creating 
positive relationships with our 
students and their families. 
Teachers keep in touch, giving 
families a regular account of 
how each child is getting on.”
Lisa Smith, Assistant 
Headteacher: Expectations 
& Standards

“Our kind and thoughtful 
Sixth Form students make 
great role models for the 
younger ones, showing them 
how to treat each other with 
respect.”
Katie Metselaar, Assistant 
Headteacher and Head of 
Sixth Form

Every Child Is Heard
“People talk about ‘student voice’ a lot, but there’s often another more discreet voice that we 
need to listen out for. Sometimes children may not realise they need support or have concerns 
they don’t feel able to voice. We have a range of effective initiatives to make sure every child 
is heard, like our Postboxes where children can write their concerns, and our full-time drop-in 
centre where they can talk over any worries.”
Denis Dineen, Assistant Headteacher: Safeguarding



Our School Motto: 
Always Learning
The happy and focused atmosphere 
of Haverstock School is perfectly 
summed up by our school motto, 
written by one of our Year 7 
students: ‘Always Learning!’

We love this phrase as it describes our approach so well. Of 
course, you’d expect our students to be learning in class. But 
it doesn’t just mean that. It means we are ALL learning, in 
EVERYTHING we do.

Our students are learning to stretch themselves in the 
brilliant co-curricular programme of clubs, trips and activities. 
They’re learning to enjoy schoolwork and to love reading. 
They’re learning to be kind and considerate to each other 
in the playground as well as the classroom, and to take a 
positive role in their wider community. 

And as teachers, we are constantly learning too. We keep up 
with the latest developments in teaching – with professional 
coaching for every Haverstock teacher to help them deliver 
their very best lessons. And every day we learn something 
new about each of our pupils, about what makes them tick 
and ignites their enthusiasm.

We’d love you to join our learning community. 
Please come and visit us so you can discover 
Haverstock School for yourself, see what a 
typical school day is like, and learn how we can 
help your child thrive and grow. We hope to see 
you soon.

“Haverstock pupils are proud of their school. 
They have positive attitudes, behave well in 
lessons and are keen to learn. They work well 
and help each other.” 
Ofsted

“I thought of ‘Always Learning’ because it’s 
really what makes Haverstock special. We’re 
always being encouraged to learn something 
new every day.”
Year 7 student Jake, creator of our school 
motto.
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