
 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promoting 
British Values 

 
 

Prepared by Sarah Hide 
Governor committee EWC 
Date of Ratification 30 April 2019 
Date of next statutory update tbc 



 2 

 
 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1 In 2011 the government defined British Values as democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, 

mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.  We promote these values through 
our own values, the curriculum offer and enrichment activities at Haverstock School. 

 
1.2 We recognise that our commitment to actively promoting, practising and maintaining these values 

reflect international human rights standards as expressed in the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. 

 
 

2. Purpose of the statement 
 

2.1 The Department for Education states that there is a need ‘to create and enforce a clear and 
rigorous expectation on all schools to promote fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs’ 
 
2.2 The existence of the statement, to be ratified and actions monitored by the Ethos and Well-being 
Committee of the Governing Body, ensures that our commitment to British Values is active, effective 
and maintained. 
 
2.3. This statement outlines not only how and why we promote British Values but also signposts how 
we challenge opinions or behaviours in school that are contrary to British values see Safeguarding 
policy) 
 
2.4 This statement should also be read alongside our Equalities policy and is clearly linked to 
professional standards across the organisation. 
 

3. Promotion of values: 
 

Value Vehicle for promotion of values 
Democracy 
 
UN CRC article12: 
Children have the right what they think 
should happen, when adults are making 
decisions that affect them and to have 
their opinions taken into account 

• We have an elected School Council – used to promote and teach about 
democracy and the electoral process 

• We have a volunteering programme across the school 
• All students study Citizenship in years 7 and 8 and can elect to continue 

to study citizenship or Government & politics through to yr 13. 
• Rights, responsibilities including voting are addressed through PSHEE 

days and themes captured in our assembly programme 
• We have a developing ‘Student Voice’ strand in our School Improvement 

Plan 
• Students attend their EHCP review meetings and their opinions heard 

and shared in the most meaningful way 
• Students attend behaviour review meetings and their opinions heard 

and shared in the most meaningful way 
The rule of law 
 
UN CRC article 19: 
Governments should ensure that 
children are properly cared for and 
protect them from violence, abuse and 
neglect by their parents or anyone else 
who looks after them 

• We have high expectations of our students’ conduct, as captured in our 
behaviour policy.  We recognise and reward meeting our high 
expectations of readiness, responsibility and respectfulness and ask all 
adults on site to seek out positive choices being made by our students.  
Our shared expectations distinguish right from wrong and our staff take 
all opportunities to model respectful practice. 

• Our assembly programme and morning registration programme inform, 
expect and support students in developing strategies to behave with 
respect and consideration towards all members of our community. 

• Our Safer Schools Officer supports the delivery of our Safeguarding 
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policy. 
• Our Anti-Bullying policy communicates our zero-tolerance approach to 

any form of aggression, abuse or violence, which extends to pupils, staff, 
parents and carers. 

Individual liberty 
 
UN CRC article 31: 
All children have a right to relax and 
play and to join in a wide range of 
activities 
 
UN CRC article 15: 
Children have the right to meet 
together and join groups and 
organisations, as long as this does not 
stop other people from enjoying their 
rights 

• All students study Citizenship in years 7 and 8 and can elect to continue 
to study citizenship or Government & politics through to yr 13. 

• Students receive CAIAG and employment education from year 7 through 
to yr 13. 

• Our drop-down PSHEE days teach students about personal 
responsibility, choices ambition and aspiration; these are attributes and 
values which are developed through our weekly assembly programme 

• The shared social spaces have been planned to ensure all students have 
access to a range of active or quiet spaces. 

• Students are taught how to keep themselves safe online through IT 
lessons, assemblies, visiting speakers and PSHEE. 

• Students can access the ‘targeted’ and ‘specialist’ therapeutic support 
available on site or accessed off-site as required, as outlined in our Ethos 
and Well-being service 

Mutual respect 
 
UN CRC article 2: 
The convention applies to everyone, 
whatever their race, religion, abilities, 
whatever they think or say and 
whatever type of family they come from 
 
UN CRC article 30: 
Children have a right to learn and use 
the language and customs of their 
families, whether these are shared by 
the majority of the people in the 
country or not 

• We have high expectations of our students’ conduct, as captured in our 
behaviour policy.  We recognise and reward meeting our high 
expectations of readiness, responsibility and respectfulness and ask all 
adults on site to seek out positive choices being made by our students. 

• Children are taught about the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child and associated responsibilities in Citizenship in years 7 and 
8. 

• Collaborative and cooperative skills are taught across subjects and 
faculties. 

• We have 3 Family Support Workers who support our families for whom 
English is not their first language 

• Our Safeguarding Assistant offers further support for families with 
additional language needs and specific barriers to accessing education 
and associated services 

• Parent Consultation Evenings are hosted in an accessible location (the 
Performance Hall) to ensure parents and students have access to staff 
and resources 

• The website has a ‘translate’ option to ensure access for all our families 
is possible 

• Achievements are shared and celebrated in Year Leader assemblies as 
per behaviour policy 

Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs 
 
UN CRC article 14: 
Children have the right to think and 
believe what they want and to practice 
their religion, as long as they are not 
stopping other people from enjoying 
their rights.  Parents should guide their 
children on these matters 

• Knowledge and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs are promoted 
through Citizenship and Religious Studies – these subjects are studied by 
all students in years 7 and 8 and are offered as optional studies from 
year 9 onwards. 

• Students learn about different faiths, customs and traditions in KS3 
humanities subjects. 
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